~ ]
- .

A TIME FOR ¢
BOLD STEPS

THE DON WATERSHED

REPORT CARD 2000

Prepared By
The Don Watershed Regeneration Council

xonserva tlon

TORONTO AND REGION

ngdpttgthtl onment
ur living city and region



www.thelivingcity.org

ISBN 0-9684992-4-4



)
theDon
CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION ..ttt ittt ittt etnennnnnnsaseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnns v
CARING FORWATER ..ottt ittt ittt ittt ittt ennnnnnssiiaaeeeeeeeeeeeens 1
Indicator T: Flow Pattern . ... ... 4
Indicator 2: Water Quality - Human Use . ... ... 6
Indicator 3: Water Quality - Aquatic Habitats .. ........ ... .. . . . 8
Indicator 4: Stormwater Management . . . .. ... ..ttt 12
CARING FOR NATURE . .. i i it ittt ittt ittt ittt ety 14
Indicator 5: Woodlands ... ... ... 16
Indicator 6: Wetlands . ... ... ... 18
Indicator 7: Meadows . ... .. .. 20
Indicator 8: Riparian Habitat .. ... ... ... 22
INAICALOr 9: FrOZS .« . o vt et e 24
Indicator 10: Fish . ... o 26
CARING FOR COMMUNITY .o it ittt ettt ettt ettt e i 28
Indicator 11: Public Understanding and SUpport . . ... ... 30
Indicator 12: Classroom Education . .......... .. ... . 32
Indicator 13: Responsible Use and Enjoyment .. ... ..ot 34
PROTECT WHAT IS HEALTHY . . i i i i i i i i i ittt 36
Indicator 14: Protected Natural Areas . ... ... .. ... . . . 38
REGENERATE WHAT IS DEGRADED . .. ittt i ittt ittt ittt 40
Indicator 15: Regeneration Projects ... ... ... ... .. . . 42
TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE DON . ...t i i i i iiiiiittiteeee e ennnnnns 44
Indicator 16: Personal Stewardship .. ... ... .. . . . 46
Indicator 17: Business and Institutional Stewardship . ....... ... ... .. .. .. .. ... . 48
Indicator 18: Municipal Stewardship . .. ... . . 50
L 10 1 2 . 52
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT S . ittt ittt ittt it ittt eeeeeeeeennns 56
TABLES
Table 1 - A Water Quality Index . . ... ... 6
Maps
Invertebrate Sampling StAtions . . . .. ... . 8
Frog Monitoring STatioNns . . . . . ... 24
The Status of Fish Communities . ... ... ... 26
Stormwater Management and Combined Sewer Overflows . ...... ... . ... ... . ... ... ... Inside Back Cover
Designated Natural Areas . . ... ... ...t e Inside Back Cover

Frogs, including species like the gray treefrog pictured here, are key indicators of a healthy
environment for plants and animals, including humans. For many people, the presence of frogs
in the Don watershed has come to symbolize hope for a clean and healthier future.






